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Twelve Angry Men

Act I

Vocabulary

unanimous—complete agreement with no one dissenting

refugee—a person who flees one country and seeks safety somewhere else.

elevated train—a train running on elevated tracks. This type of train is usually found in a large city.

1. In your own words, state what instructions the judge gives to the jurors. How many jurors must vote guilty for the accused to be convicted?

2. Describe the staging for this play and indicate what mood the staging generates. (In addition to the set, mention something about the climate and temperature of the set.)

3. Of what is the defendant accused and what evidence is there against him?

4. Who is the protagonist in this play and what is he doing when we first see him?

5. Who does it appear will be his major antagonist? How is this antagonist differentiated from the other jurors?

6. What will be the cause of the conflict between the protagonist and antagonist?

7. To quickly identify and differentiate among his characters, Rose uses a  number of stereotypes. Identify at least three of them.

8. What is the cause of Three's anger toward all young men?

9. What does Ten's following comment reveal about himself? “How can you believe him, knowing what he is? I lived among 'em all my life. You can't believe a word they say.” (Act I)

10. What dramatic climax occurs toward the end of act one?

11. What proposal does Juror Eight make at end of the act? What is his motive for making the proposal?

